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Message from the Principal Bruce Butler

The PTSA Acade mmaentatBroodthetlearnisg@eminar period istry. A former Seahawk Stu pus
Honor Roll Breakfast was a smashing suchave both provided our students with multdent has leukemia and our |
cess on two levels. First, our parent volunple opportunities to master critical conceps;hool is motivated to help. | &
teers organized a magnificent spread of baentent, and skills. The screening process take:
gels, fruits, and Danishes, all of which were December is rich in student per- only few minutes and does
appreciated by our students. Seond, overformances. Please plan on attending the not require any blood to be
600 students were invited to attend in recagpmbined Choral and Orchestra Concert airawn. The drive will be helq
nition of their exemplary work over the  December 8, our SLHS Dance Company after school through to game
opening quarter of this year. 600+! performance on December® the MAS-  time on December 12 Herndon High (our

Greater numbers of students are TERWORKS concert on December™6  opponent on the 1} is also supporting this
excelling here at South Lakes, partly be- and our Seahawk Band Concert on Decermitiative. More details will follow via KIT.
cause of the growth of our school, but ber 18" The students are quite talented so | again wish to thank our Seahawk
mostly because of oplease take advantage sf thesé special egmaseats for your dedication, support, and
utilization of research based instructional certs and dance production. ideas. Your generosity and heart make
practices. The Seahawk faculty strives to Our Leadership Class is organizin§outh Lakes High School a stronger aca-
support the learning of all students. Real a drive to register as many adults and stu-demic institution.
time intervention strategies and the imple-dents as possible in the Bone Marrow Reg-

DECEMBER Presidentds

9  Winter Concert Happy time of celebration! Yesterday was Thanksgiving, a time to count our blessings and be
12 Bone Marrow Registry thankful. Before that our students were involved in the political process as they volunteered for
and | earned about this yeardéds historical p

16 Masterworks Concert morrow will be Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and the Islamic New Year. The transition to
17 PTSA Meeting a new season is palpable.
18 Band Concert This is a critical time_ fqr our seniors as they are looking at co_lleges. Thank you to
. . ] parents who volunteered their time and experience during college application and college es-
24 Winter Holiday Begins!say writing workshops. We wish all of our Seniors great success in their college quest. They
can always count on the PTSA to provide assistance.

The PTSA is here to assist. Many parents have expressed a need to get answers to their questions on how to betst-help their
dents. The PTSA meeting is the right forum! Mr. Butler takes the time to answer any questions parents may have. Wdaalsshav
tic speakers. As a parent, | was proud to hear two remarkable students, Arfa Ajazi and Julia Smyers, make powerfiolnsrdsentt
our last two PTSA meetings. It is refreshing to listen to our own children and dream about the difference they willhmeakeiety.

Do you want to make a difference in a studentés | ife to
the PTSA. Dues help support activities that are beneficial to South Lakes students. For those who have already jairfed thikank
continuing support and advocacy for excellence throughout our Seahawks community.

Thanks to all parents who volunteered with donations and those brave enough to serve as chaperones at the Homecoming De
Your dedication is very much appreciated. Thank you also to Caroline Hemenway for doing such a beautiful job to cofp@te the
booklet and have it available for parents, especially freshmen parents.

Our keynote speaker for the Academic Awards celebration was Dr. Dan Domenech. The former FCPS Superintendant gave
i nspiring and wuplifting speech. A parent in the crnkstodstut ol d
dents, teachers, parents, and staff that made the Academic Awards celebration such a success. Elizabeth VandenbisbenMartha F
Dave Benbennick and countless of parents joined school staff to make this an occasion for our students to enjoy tHerspgdight
well done.

Go Seahawks! . Please post your questions to our website or contact any of our board members.
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Scavenger Hunt!

TOK HUNGER BANQUET .
Discussing the Disparity in the World ina Fawze 10

Grade and Chris
Harpers Johnson
11" Grade

-, Students in the foreground
represented the minority in

the world those with eco-
nomic advantages. The next
two tables represented the
middle incomes, and those

in the far back on the floor
.represented t he
- jority T the disadvantaged.

Gemma Whaley
10" Grade




|| Community and Recreation Award Recv;aied* BONE MARROW DRIVE

Youth and Young J|Adul t Blichédle@astio, &iCtassofdo88,
St ais anannual event sponsored by whose mother Faye is a former South Lakes
the Fairfax County Department qf teacher, has been diagnosed with leukemia and
Community and Recreation Servicgs needs a bone marrow transplant. To try and find
that celebrates individuals who cop- a match, a Bone Marrow Drive is planned on
tinually exhibit the traits of good char- Friday, December 12 from2 pm in the SL
acter. On November 8, 2008 Steye cafeteria. This is the day of the South Lakes/
Phillips, Class of 2009, was recog- Herndon Basketball Doubleheaders here at
nized in the award category qf South Lakes.
fAccepting Responsi bi ltiseagydo getihththe bene raafréw
at the Reston Teen Center nominatedbank. All one must do is fill out a few medical
Steve on account of his great attitugle screening papers, sign a consent form and swab
and his willingness to share his idegas the inside of your cheek with 4 longts.
with staff and t e eTha'sitndr&edes;mobloos. wor ki ng
on a community service project whefe During the drive we will be raising
he has volunteered to organize and lead a male mentoring group that|meatsey to cover the costs of processing the regis-
once a week at the Reston Teen Ceg rirangsr (It costsup ® $26 pehperson.) ©hera e d
soccer league that has been formed in Northern Virginia for people using meil be a 50/50 raffle, games, and donations are
torized wheelchairs to participate in soccer. The afternoon ceremony aativays welcome! Checks should be made out to
reception was held at the Fairfax County Government Center and attendedSiyHS. At the end of the drive, we will write
115 youth recipients and their families from all over Fairfax County. onelarge check to the National Bone Marrow
Program.

eCART Testing

Our teachers are using a program called the FCPS Electronic Curriculum Assessment Resource T
or FCPS eCART. FCPS eCART is a wadsed teacher resource that gives teachers access to instructional
materials at their desktop. It contains an assessment engine that will allow teachers to create assessmet
that may be given to students either online or using paper and pencil. FCPS eCART assessments will he
teachers measure student performance against the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL). These Virginic
standards are tested at the end of the year. FCPS is requiring students enrolled in Algebra I, Geometry,
gebra Il and Biology to take two required eCART assessments created by FCPS staff. The first assessm
window begins at the end of November through December 19. The second assessment window opens it
March and closes in May. Schools will have an option to use FCPS eCART assessments throughout the
course of the school year to help measure the effectiveness of instruction and provide feedback to studer
about their progress.

These two assessments required by FCPS will not be used for classroom grading. Please support
communicate our high expectations for students to put forth their best efforts on these assessments. The
tailed reporting system in FCPS eCART will allow teachers to review student performance by skill or con-
cept and give them electronic access to additional instructional resources. This information will assist tea

ers in planning for instruction to best meet t}
teachers will be using FCPS eCART with assessments that they created throughout the year, and such a
ments may be included as part of the studentds

to use as part of the learning process.

Students will be able to see their scores in a matter of days after they take the assessment. They \
be able to see all of their information, such as which questions they got correct and which ones incorrect,
ter the division window closes. Parents are not able to access this information through Parent Connect at
time. If you have any questions about this divisiade required testing, please do not hesitate to contact
David Goldfarb at (703) 718511 or visithttp://www.fcps.edu/DIS/FCPSeCARTar more information.



http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/FCPSeCART/

